The Random Jottings of Donald Jay in Nelson in Pendle Lancashire 


The Coldwell Inn Raid (1922) 

The Coldwell Inn Raid, designed to put an end to the notorious gambling school held regularly 
in 

A hollow on the moors above Nelson, was later likened by the press to a 'well-planned military 
Manoeuvre’. This may seem a rather' over the top’ solution, but over 100 men were often present 
During these illegal sessions at Coldwell and almost seventy gamblers were prosecuted 
following 

The raid on 17 October 1922. 

The local police had made many previous efforts to close down n the operation. Wives 
Complained that their husbands were squandering money they could ill afford there, and were 
Selling their wives' and daughters’ jewellery and the shirts off their own backs (literally) to 
Raise stake money. The stakes were high and gambling on coins tossed from a wooden board 
Took place almost every afternoon and evening, with Sunday being the busiest day. The men 
Attending these sessions ranged from doctors dentists and solicitors through to the many poor 
And unemployed locals who were seeking a quick remedy to their monetary problems. It was 
Not uncommon to see respectable men, still carrying their bibles. Making their way to Coldwell 
After attending Sunday services at church or chapel. Jewellery could be bought cheaply around 
The gaming area, with pies, cakes and other refreshments served at the ringside. This all added 
Up to big business, and the enterprise was well run, with its own binocular-wielding lookouts 
And ‘sergeants to ensure security and sound the alarms if they spotted police approaching. This 
Meant that by the time the police arrived, all signs of illegal activity had been hidden and all 
They found were groups of men chatting, walking and enjoying the countryside. Eventually two 
Unknown policemen from outside the area were brought in to infiltrate the gambling fraternity, 
And managed to gather sufficient evidence for their superior officers to plan the raid. 

At about 3 p.m. on a dull October Sunday, the Nelson officers left their coach at the top of 
Barkerhouse Road, they climbed the wall and began to approach the natural moorland 
amphitheatre 

Where the gamblers gathered. At the same time, a coach carne along the top road from Trawden 
Whilst yet another approached from Padiham via Briercliffe and Haggate. In this way, over 100 
Policemen led by Superintendent Cleal and Chief Inspector Riley; completely encircled the ring. 
By the time the sentries sounded the alarm, it was too late for the majority of the gamblers 

To escape - although many tried to make a bolt for it by scaling walls and climbing ditches. 
Whichever way they went, they found policemen blocking their paths and most gave up quietly. 
Some feigned innocent reasons for their presence on the moor. One man even pretending to be 
Absorbed in a copy of The Count of Monte Cristo, but all who were caught there that day were 
Taken to Nelson police station in a convoy of charabancs (coaches). 

The courts who tried the sixty-seven men involved imposed fines totalling almost £2,000 

Upon them, and Coldwell was finally rid of the 'moral blot’ that was the gambling school. 


By Donald Jay 


